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Public School Funding in 
New Jersey:

Funded primarily by property taxes

● Basis for state aid

● Rateables

● Unfunded mandates

● Employee salaries and benefits



Reducing Costs:

Energy Savings Partnership ($29,275 annually)

Completing all Payroll internally ($30,000 annually)

MLEA negotiated contract changes:

Reduction in compensation for teaching overage ($11,000 annually)

Reduction in benefits for temporary employees ($70,000 annually)

Increase in weekly hours to earn benefits ($200,000 annually)

Reduction in opt out payment for benefits ($300,000 annually)

Total: $640,275.  Annually

Generating Revenue:

Summer Academy ($131,000 annually)

Time to Soar ($218,000 annually)

Preschool ($125,000 annually)

Tuition Program ($255,000 annually for 19 students 
K-12)

Expansion of Itinerant Program ($35,000 annually)

Total: $764,000. Annually

How is Mountain Lakes reducing  costs and generating revenue?  
(Without these initiatives the district would need to RIF 19 Teachers & Programs)



Biotechnology Academy

Through a partnership with Morris County Vocational School, 
MLHS could receive grant funding to begin a tuition based 
program that would serve the top students in Morris County 
and provide resources and instructional expertise for MLHS 
students who are not part of the Academy.

Students in the Academy would have their PARCC, AP, SAT, 
and ACT scores counted in MLHS Total.  Academy students 
are not eligible for MLHS Valedictorian and Salutatorian, 
instead the top two graduating Academy students are 
acknowledged through the Morris County Distinguished 
Scholars Program.

Academy students would be enrolled in MLHS courses for 
subject areas outside of the Biotechnology course of study.  
The students would be able to participate in all MLHS Sports 
and Extracurricular activities. 





Mountain 
Lakes School 
District Ranks 
#1 In New 
Jersey 
according to 
Niche.com



Impact of Biotechnology Academy on Class Size

If the program were to begin in 2017 and accept 15 freshman 
students:

    The Academy students would require two periods daily for 
dedicated, cohort only classes.  For the remainder of their 
academics, students would be enrolled in typical freshman 
and sophomore level courses.  

     In order to maintain the current average class size we 
would need to hire a Biotechnology teacher and run an 
additional section of Freshman English and History.

     We did not replace a high school science teacher who 
retired in 2016 this school year. 



Boonton Township

High School Enrollment

Year: Students:

2015-2016 260.7

2016-2017 259

2017-2018 263

2018-2019 263

2019-2020 242

2020-2021 219

2021-2022 180

2022-2023 167



Projected Revenue for Biotechnology Academy @ MLHS

Over the last decade, Mountain Lakes  
resident students consistently account 
for 450 of the total students in 
Mountain Lakes High School.  
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Does the Board philosophically 
agree with the introduction of 
a Biotechnology Academy at 
Mountain Lakes High School?



For questions, please contact 

Dr. Anne Mucci, Superintendent of Schools 

 at: 

973-334-8280 

or 

amucci@mlschools.org


